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BY THE BOARD:

On November 9, 2006, Franca and Joseph Hobbs (*Petitioner”) filed a petition with the Board
requesting a formai hearing related to a billing dispute with Public Service Electric and Gas
Company (“Respondent”) regarding utility service provided to Petitioner's premises in New
Providence, New Jersey.

After the filing of Respondent’s answer, the Board of Public Utilities ("Board”) transmitted this
matter to the Office of Administrative Law ("OAL") for hearing and initial disposition as a
contested case pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq. and N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 et seq. This
matter was assigned to Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ") Irene Jones.

While this matter was pending at the OAL, the parties engaged in negotiations and entered into
and a Stipulation of Settlement and Release (“Settlement”) that was signed and submitted to the
ALJ. By Initial Decision issued on June 16, 2009, and submitted to the Board on June 22, 2009,
to which the Settlement was attached and made part thereof, ALJ Jones found that the
Settlement was voluntary, that its terms fully disposed of all issues in controversy, and that it
satisfied the requirements of N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1. Pursuant to the terms of the Settlement,



Respondent will credit Petitioner’s account in the amount of $5,500.00 and issue a refund check
in that amount payable to Petitioner within 20 days for service rendered by Respondent to
Petitioner's New Providence premises. In return, Petitioners have agreed to pay all current bills
on a timely basis and to release Respondent from any and all claims that might arise in
connection with service to that premises.

After review of the Initial Decision and the Agreement between the parties, the Board HEREBY
FINDS that, by the terms of the Stipulation of Settlement and Release, the parties have resolved
all outstanding contested issues in this matter. Accordingly, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the
Initial Decision and the Stipulation of Settlement and Release executed by the parties in their
entirety as if fully set forth herein.
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Record Closed: June 15, 2009

Decided: June 16, 2009
BEFORE IRENE JONES, ALJ:

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

On January 4, 2007, this matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative
Law (OAL) for hearing as a contested case pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 to -15 and

N.J.S.A. 52:14F1 to -13. A hearing date was scheduled for July 22, 2008 but adjourned
because the parties agreed to settle the matter. The Stipulation of Settiement indicating
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the terms of settlement was signed by the parties and forwarded to the OAL on June 15,
2009 and is attached hereto and made a part hereof.

After reviewing the record and the settlement, | FIND:

1. The parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced
by the signatures or the signatures of the representatives,

2. The settlement fully disposes of all issues In controversy and is
consistent with the law and is in the public interest.

Therefore, | CONCLUDE that this agreement meets the requirements of
N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1(d) and should be approved. It is further ORDERED that the parties
comply with the settlement terms and the proceedings be CONCLUDED.

| hereby FILE my initial decision with the BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for

consideration.
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This recommended decision may be adopted, modified or rejected by the
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, which by law is authorized to make a final decision in
this matter. If the Board of Public Utilities does not adopt, modify or reject this decision
within forty-five (45) days and unless such time limit is otherwise extended, this
recommended decision shall become a final decision in accordance with N.J.S.A.

52:14B-10.
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Franca & Joseph Hobbs, ) OAL Docket No. PUCCC 01128-2007N
Petitioner ) BPU Docket No. GC06110795U

)
V. )

) STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT
Public Serviee Electric and Qas Company, ) AND RELEASE

)

)

Respondent

This matter having been brought before the Office of Administative Law by the
Petitioners, Franca & Joseph Hobbs (“Petitioners™), against Respondent Public Service Electric
and Gas Company (“PSE&G” or “ espondent”) for utility service rendered by PSE&G to the
premises at 50 Livingston Avenue, F1 2, New Providence, NJ and the Parties having agreed to
sctﬂemhmﬂm,hmbysdfoﬂhmemmﬂcondiﬁnnsnfmeﬁmlmwmas
follows:

L. PSE&G will issue a credit adjustment for $5,500.00, followed by a refiund check for
$5,500.000 on Petitioners® account number ‘YSRGS 21, payable to Petitioners within
twenty (20) days, for utility service rendered by PSE&G to the premises at 50 Livingston
Avenue, F] 2, New Providence, NJ in full and final settlement of the above-captioned
matter.

2 Pﬂﬁﬁnnersagmtupayalltuneﬁtbiﬂsfuraﬂmml M55 21 on a timely basis,

3 Petitioners forever remise, release and discharge PSE&G and any and all of its
employees, agents, directors, shareholders, divisions, subsidiarics, affiliates,

PSE&G in connection with utility services provided ta 50 Livingston Avenue, F12, New
Providence, NJ.,
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Petitioners: Franca and Joseph Hobbs Respondent: PSE&G
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Re: Initial Decisions for Receipt

We are hereby forwarding to you the following decisions from the office of

Administrative Law. Receipt is acknowledged as of the next business day of the date
indicated below. Should a listed decision not be included in this batch, please
call 973-648-6008.
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